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IN THE CLAIMS 



(2)008 
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Please amend claims 5-11 and add new cUims 12 and 13 as shown in 



the Status of the Claims section, infrai No new matter has been 
added. Additions are underlined and cjeietions are struckthrough. 
New claims 12 and 13 essentially corres 
and 11 re-written in independent form. 



sipond to allowable claims 10 
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STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 



(Withdrawn) A method for packing tubes which arrive 



continuously from a production line, arid 
are arranged in groups of tubes lying 
settable unit number of tubes which 



by way of a grouping unit 
next to one another with a 
□rresponds to a layer of 



tubes to be deposited in a box, whereiri the first group of tubes 
are pushed on a first uppermost row of mandrels which are arranged 
on a plate-like mandrel support with :he dimensions of the clear 
opening of the box to be filled, whereupon the mandrel support is 
lifted and is traveled away from the 
next group of tubes is formed, whereupon the mandrel support is 
again moved to the grouping unit, wherein the tubes which are 
already pushed on a first mandrel row lare lowered by way of the 
mandrel support to such an extent, tlat the first row of tubes 
lies on the newly formed group of tubes, 
group of tubes is pushed onto a second mandrel row, and this 
procedure is repeated, until all mandrels of the mandrel support 
are occupied with tubes, whereupon thv. mandrel support is pivoted 
and moves into an open box and thereupon all tubes are pushed off 
from all mandrels simultaneously int<j> the box, whereupon the 
mandrel support travels back to its original position and is ready 
for the next loading. 

2. (Withdrawn) A method according to claim 1, wherein one uses 
two mandrel supports and these are alternately loaded with tubes, 

wherein in, the time in which a loaded mandrel support dispenses 

! I 

the tubes into a box, the second manjdirel support is loaded with 
tubes . 
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3 . (withdrawn) A method according 
mandrels of two adjacent rows of 
mandrel support in each case offset by- 
tubes, and the grouping unit stops 
supports in each case offset by half 
diameter in an alternating manner, and 
the mandrels of the mandrel support. 
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t;o claim 1, wherein the 
mandrels are arranged on a 
half the diameter of the 
in front of the mandrel 
the distance of the tube 
the tubes are pushed onto 



4. (Withdrawn) A method according to 
like film lining is inserted into the 
edges of this lining are put over 
mandrel support with the tubes, on 
the bag-like film lining onto the 
periphery. 



5. (Currently amended) A packing unit 
into a container having a clear span, 



arrive — continuously from a production 
-into groups of tubes lying 



settable number by way of a grouping unfiit, into groupo of tuboo 
■ lying next — to one — another in a oettable 



packing unit — f illo — the tuboo — from the 
wherein the packing unit comprising: 

a mandrel support having a plurali 
least two rows thereon , wherein 



at 



©010 



claim 1, wherein a bag- 
bbxes to be filled, and the 
the box walls, wherein the 
insertion of the tubes, pushes 
box base over the whole 



for transferring tubes 
the tubes arriving wh^eh 



line and may — be — f ormable 
to one another in a 



next 



number -? — and wherein — the 



grouping — unit — into — a — box, 



comprises 



ty of mandrels arranged in 



the mandrel support is 
in at — least — fc wo ro w s 



essentially a plate, with mandrels arranged 
thereon, — in an arrangement in which the - tubes arc to be dispensed 
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-having the dimensions of the 



■into a box/ and wherein the platcj 

clear span of the containeri ze* [to b|e f iliedjJJrll and 

that a pull-off element - La ^cacni b y way of which theaii 

tubes canmay be simultaneously Joshed from the plurality of 

~~~~~ ~ j i i 

mandrels into said container, f 



j |! | 

6. (Currently amended) A deviqej according to claim 5_[JiII' 
wherein each of the plurality! of m andrejls have the shape of pins 
which are rectangular in cxosk section land which are fastened on 
the plate and whose free ends converge conically in a rounded 

manner into a blunt tip. i 

i ! ! 

s i ! 

7. (Currently amended) A dlvice according to claim 6, wherexn 
eac h of the plurality of m andrels in the region with a rectangular 

I ' ! i ' ! 

■ cross section are rounded on the lppgitujdinal edges. 



i 

according to claim 7, wherein 
in the diagonal dimension are 



8. (Currently amended) A d^vic4 
| each of the plurality of m anflreia 

designed reducing from the plane j pnd on the plate side, to the 

> 

free ends. ; 



! ; 



9. {Currently amended) A d^vick 



according to claim 5, wherein 



each of the plurality of m ajndrejljs is; made e *e of plastic and 

comprises e ompri o o an axial longitudinal { bore whose diameter at the 

plane end on the fasteningj sipe isj smaller and serves for 

accommodating a screw threaded piln, whilst the diameter from the 

free end is designed larger and f<pr receiving a nut fitting onto 

! ' i j 

the screw threaded pin, ; | 
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10. (Currently amended} A def/ice jacco^ding to claim 5, wherein 
the pull-off element is a gjrate ; of .'flat ejection rods which 
running in a parallel manner are in eacljj case arranged between two 
adjacent rows of mandrels, and wherein jthe grate canmay be moved 
relative to the plate of the msmdrel support. 

I ! j 

11. (Currently amended) A device ; according to claim 5, wherein 
distancers are arranged : between in dach;|caoc two adjacent ejection 
rods and are held laterally! of the tnandrel p late on lateral 
carrier bars _, wherein the barrier bfra resting on a chassis 

plate, whilst the mandrel p lafte is displaceable relative to the 

i • ; 

chassis plate, by which means jail tubeg 

i 

plurality of m andrels simultaneously. 



can may be pushed from the 



12 . (New) A packing unit f or| transferring tubes into a container 
having a clear span, 1 the tubes arriving continuously from a 
production line and formable into ; groups of tubes lying next to 
one another in a settable nuipber by wejy of a grouping unit, the 
packing unit comprising:: 

a mandrel support : having 
at least two rows thereon, 



a plurality of mandrels arranged in 
whdreinj the mandrel support is 
essentially a plate, which corresponds! to the dimensions of the 

be: filled; and 
: way • of ]i which the tubes can be 



clear span of the container tc 
a pull-off element by 
simultaneously pushed ;from the plurality of mandrels into said 
container, wherein the pull-off i element is a grate of flat 
ejection rods structured arranged in" parallel between adjacent 
rows of mandrels, and wherein the : gratis can be moved relative to 
the plate of the mandrel support, 
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13. (New) A packing unit for | trans 
having a clear span, the tubes 
production line and formable lintcp 



one another in a settable numjber 
packing unit comprising; j 

a mandrel support jhaving ja 
at least two rows 



:j Application No. 10/567,526 

: | Filed: February 7, 2006 

j . TC Art Unit: 3721 

j Confirmation No. : 9274 



f^rrkng tubes into a container 
a^ri-ying continuously from a 
groups of tubes lying next to 



by 



pjlurAiilty of mandrels arranged in 
in:l the mandrel support is 
that correspond to the clear 



plurality of mandrels simultaneously 

■ i * 



which the tubes can be 
of mandrels into said 
comprises ejection rods; 



thereon,; where 
essentially a plate having dimjens:.ons 
span of the container to be f ijllecL; ; 

a pull -off element by way j c 
simultaneously pushed from the j)l;urality 
container, wherein the • pull-off elemeritj; 
and | 

distancers that are structured arranged between adjacent 

ejection rods, wherein' the d:,stance]:s jjare 'held laterally of the 
mandrel support plate ojn lateral zrarrie'f baz*s resting on a chassis 
plate, whilst the mandrel support \ pi.at^ is* displaceable relative 
to the chassis plate so that[ the= tubfes can be pushed from the 
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